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CEKLUIA
«AKTYAIbHI MPOBNEMM 30BHILLUHBLOI NONITUKU YKPA'_I'_HCbKO'!'_
AEPXABWU, MDXHAPOAHUX BIAHOCWUH TA BCECBITHbBLOI ICTOPII»

POSTCOLONIAL APPROACH IN HUMANITARIAN AND SOCIAL STUDIES OF
UKRAINE AND LATVIA: THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

PakhomenkoS.P.
Introducion

The Russo-Ukrainian war triggered an intensification of the decommunisation and
derusification processes of public, symbolic spaces and wider cultural landscapes in Ukraine and
Latvia. Although these processes had different dynamics in the two countries (in Latvia
decommunisation started in the early years of restoring of its independence, while in Ukraine it
began in 2015, after Euromaidan, the annexation of Crimea and the beginning of the conflict in
Donbas), it has now been synchronised and complemented by a system of measures to eliminate the
Russian imperial legacy. Decommunisation - in a broad sense - is the liberation of society from the
influence and consequences of communist ideology. In a concrete sense, it implies: legal and
political condemnation of the communist past and elimination of symbolic and iconic markers of
the communist era, namely the dismantling of monuments put in honour of figures of the socialist
period, renaming of streets, squares and other toponymic objects, and a ban on the public display of
communist symbols.

Derusification implies the dismantling of monuments to figures of Russian culture,
especially Pushkin, renaming of streets, including those named after Russian cities, changes in
toponymy, revision of school programmes in literature and so on.

Taken together, these processes increasingly correspond to decolonising political and media
rhetoric and are legitimised in the relevant laws of Ukraine and Latvia.

Parallel to the realisation of these practices, academic and intellectual reflection on them
from the perspective of postcolonial theory has intensified. In Ukraine, it went beyond the literary
studies (where it had been present since the early 1990s) and became an important track of
historical and political science discussions, focused mainly on the politics of memory. In Latvia, the
discussion of the identity of the Russian-speaking community, which has lost some important sites
of memory, has intensified.

On the one hand, the postcolonial discourse is particularly relevant in the context of the
Russo-Ukrainian war, as it provides a deeper understanding of the historical roots of the conflict, its
contemporary manifestations, and reflects the very existential nature of Ukrainian resistance to
aggression - as a struggle for the survival of the nation, state, and identity. On the other hand, sharp
media rhetoric, radicalisation of historical politics, and an emotionally charged ‘cancelling culture’
can create conditions for the dominance of ethno-national narratives in both Ukraine and Latvia.

Considering the current academic and political discourses of decolonization, I explore
applicability of postcolonial theory on the processes the desovietisation and derussification in
Ukraine and Latvia.

Theoretical basis of the study

The main conceptual framework of the study is postcolonial theory in its various variations.
The essence of postcolonial theory is the comprehension, reflection of the current state of society,
country, nation, which was previously in a state of dependence. In general, the main subject of
postcolonial studies is the study of the relations between ‘empire and colony’, ‘centre and
periphery’, imperial (post-evolutionary) and colony (involuntary), and so on. These relations are
considered from the perspective of culture and identity. On the one hand, as a cultural conflict
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between the former or current colonies and colonising countries. And on the other hand, as the
mutual influence of the conqueror and the conquered.

Since postcolonial theory as such was born in the depths of literary studies, when analysing
the contemporary postcolonial discourse, I assume to focus on how the ideas of Edward Said, Homi
K. Bhabha, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, the classics of this academic trend, are interpreted by
Ukrainian and Latvian and other researchers and transferred to the cultural and historical situation
in Ukraine and Latvia(Pavlyshyn, M.; Hnatiuk O,; Shkandrij, M.; Tompson, E.; Ageyeva, V. etc.).

Said's method of text deconstruction is used in analysing Russian writers' works about
Ukraine and it is shown how they bear the imprint of colonial supremacy, implanting a inferiority
complex in the culture of the colonised. Another of Said's ideas that Western discourse about the
East is often portrayed as superior to the knowledge that Easterners have about themselves can be
transferred to post-Soviet cultural and academic interactions, where Ukrainian and Latvian
intellectuals' knowledge about their countries is ignored or declared unscientific, subjective, and
nationalistically oriented. For decades, Western society, including the academy, has looked
primarily at Ukraine through the prism of Russian influence.

The concept of ‘subalterns’, in the context of gender approach in accordance with the
concept of subalterns Gayatri Spivak in Ukrainian postcolonial discourse is represented by the idea
that the Russian colonisation, identified Ukrainian marginalia with chaotic and unstable and
subordinate female fringes of the empire (Gundorova, T.). This can be traced in the work of poet
Taras Shevchenko and Ukrainian romanticism in general, and was reflected in the brutal violence of
Russian soldiers in the occupied Ukrainian territories.

In Latvian discourse the concept of ‘subalterns’ is used to characterise the hierarchy of
colonial and post-colonial situation, where in the first case ethnic Latvians are subordinate and in
the second case Russian speakers are subordinate (Hanovs, D).

The literary discourse of postcolonialism is important for my research not only from a
theoretical but also from a practical point of view, since its representatives have become active
actors of decommunisation and derusification, and their ideas are now the intellectual background
of decolonisation policy

I examine the historical and political science discourse of postcolonialism in the context of
discussions about the colonial status of Ukraine and Latvia during the Russian Empire and the
USSR and the political, economic, and cultural manifestations of the ‘conqueror-subordinate’
dichotomy.(Yekelchyk, S.; Velychenko, S. ; Ryabchuk, M. ; Hrytsak, Y.; Annus E.; Kalnacs B.;
Kencis T.; Zelce,V.) This discussion is examined through the prism of D. C. Moore's approach,
which suggests the adaptation of postcolonial theory to the region of Central-Eastern Europe and
the post-Soviet space in particular.

Research methods and materials

Method of historical analysis. The historical background and dynamics of decommunisation
and derusification in Ukraine and Latvia are studied, and the role of the Ukrainian-Russian war in
actualising and radicalising these processes is revealed.

Discourse analysis method will allow us to understand how official and unofficial narratives
about the Soviet past and Russian cultural hegemony are being processed in Ukraine and Latvia.
This includes the study of media, political documents, public speeches, and cultural texts, including
the use of content analysis.

Comparative method - a comparison of the processes of decommunisation and derusification
in Ukraine and Latvia will help to identify commonalities and differences in their approaches to
deconstructing the Soviet heritage and combating Russian influence.

Case study method. Specific cases of decommunisation or derusification of public space in
Ukraine and Latvia were selected: 1) Dismantling of the monument to the «Soviet Liberators» of
Latvia on Victory Square in Riga; 2) Dismantling of the monument to Soviet soldiers in Daugavpils
(Latvia); 3) changing the coat of arms of the Motherland monument, renaming the Arch of
Friendship of Peoples in Kyiv; 4) Dismantling of the monument to Pushkin and renaming of the
writers Babel, IIf and Petrov streets in Odesa.
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These four cases are analysed in the context of their legislative support, political
implementation and reactions of local communities.
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EHEPTETUYHA BE3INEKA SIK ®AKTOP HAIIIOHAJIbHOI BE3ITEKU
bonpap /1.C.

Eneprernuna 6e3neka cboroiHi BUCTYNA€E KIOUOBUM (PAKTOPOM PO3BUTKY CKOHOMIKH Oy/ib-
SIKOT JICpXKaBH, 3amOpPyKOK 3a0e3Ne4YCHHs] HOPMAJIBHUX YMOB ICHYBaHHs rpomajasH. BoHa €
BXJIMBOIO CKJIQJIOBOIO HAIIOHANBHOI Oe3meku. 3abe3rmeucHHs HACEJCHHSI CHEPTIEI0 € OJHIEI0 3
HAWTrOJIOBHIIIKUX TPOOIEM, BUPIMICHHS SIKOi BU3HAYAE CTATUN PO3BUTOK KpaiHU, TOOTO PO3BUTOK
0e3 BUCHA)XCHHS CKOHOMIUHUX, CKOJIOTIYHUX Ta COLIABHUX PECypciB Ta 0e3 MepeHECeHHs TATaps
Ha MaiiOyTHI MOKOJIIHHS.

I3 3pocTaHHAM HacelIeHHs CBITY 3pOCTa€ MOMMUT Ha 1KY, IPUPOAHI PECYPCH Ta CIOXKHBAHHS
ereprii. L{s TeHneHIis NpU3BOAUTD 10 X BUCHAKEHHS. Y pe3yJbTaTi BAHUKA€E FOCTPa KOHKYPEHIIIS
3a oOMexeHI pecypeu. Lle Moke CpoOBOKYBAaTH XBHJIKO MPOTHPIY MK JIOMIHAaHTaMH Ha TaJIMBHO-
SHepreTHYHOMY pHHKY. TOMy IMiHM Ha EHEeproHocii 3pOoCTaloTh y TE€OMETpPHUHill mporpecii.
Po3BuTok cBiTy ine muisixoMm riobanizawii BCiX cdep MIDKHAPOJHOIO JKHUTITSA, B TOMY YHCHI 1
eHepreTuuHoi. BoxaHouac 3arocTproBasucs  NPOTUPIYYs MDK  KpaiHamM, IIOB’s3aHl 3
HEPIBHOMIPHICTIO X PO3BUTKY BHACIIZOK IN100ai3alliiHUX NpOLEciB, 30UIBIICHHAM PO3PUBY MiXk
piBHsMU 100poOyty KpaiH. I[iHHOCTI Ta Mozeni pPO3BUTKY CTIM MPEAMETOM TII00aJbHOl
KOHKYpeHIIii. 3arocTproroThes mpodiiemMu eHeprozade3nedeHHs Ta 60poTr0a 3a eHeproHocii.
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