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36ipauk  Mictuth Matepianmn XXVII migcyMKoBOi HayKOBO-TIPAaKTHYHOI KOH(EpeHIil
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POSTCOLONIAL THEORY FOR EASTERN EUROPE: CASES UKRAINE AND LATVIA

The Russo-Ukrainian war triggered an intensification of the decommunisation and
derusification processes of public, symbolic spaces and wider cultural landscapes in Ukraine and
Latvia. Although these processes had different dynamics in the two countries (in Latvia
decommunisation started in the early years of restoring of its independence, while in Ukraine it
began in 2015, after Euromaidan, the annexation of Crimea and the beginning of the conflict in
Donbas), it has now been synchronised and complemented by a system of measures to eliminate the
Russian imperial legacy.

Taken together, these processes increasingly correspond to decolonising political and media
rhetoric and are legitimised in the relevant laws of Ukraine and Latvia.

Parallel to the realisation of these practices, academic and intellectual reflection on them
from the perspective of postcolonial theory has intensified. In Ukraine, it went beyond the literary
studies (where it had been present since the carly 1990s) and became an important track of
historical and political science discussions, focused mainly on the politics of memory. In Latvia, the
discussion of the identity of the Russian-speaking community, which has lost some important sites
of memory, has intensified.

On the one hand, the postcolonial discourse is particularly relevant in the context of the
Russo-Ukrainian war, as it provides a deeper understanding of the historical roots of the conflict, its
contemporary manifestations, and reflects the very existential nature of Ukrainian resistance to
aggression - as a struggle for the survival of the nation, state, and identity. On the other hand, sharp
media rhetoric, radicalisation of historical politics, and an emotionally charged ‘cancelling culture’
can create conditions for the dominance of ethno-national narratives in both Ukraine and Latvia.

Considering the current academic and political discourses of decolonization, I explore
applicability of postcolonial theory on the processes the desovietisation and derussification in

Ukraine and Latvia.
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The main conceptual framework of the study is postcolonial theory in its various variations.
The essence of postcolonial theory is the comprehension, reflection of the current state of society,
country, nation, which was previously in a state of dependence. In general, the main subject of
postcolonial studies is the study of the relations between ‘empire and colony’, ‘centre and
periphery’, imperial (post-evolutionary) and colony (involuntary), and so on. These relations are
considered from the perspective of culture and identity. On the one hand, as a cultural conflict
between the former or current colonies and colonising countries. And on the other hand, as the
mutual influence of the conqueror and the conquered.

Since postcolonial theory as such was born in the depths of literary studies, when analysing
the contemporary postcolonial discourse, I assume to focus on how the ideas of Edward Said [10],
Homi K. Bhabha (5], Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak [11], the classics of this academic trend, are
interpreted by Ukrainian and Latvian and other researchers and transferred to the cultural and
historical situation in Ukraine and Latvia [1], [2], [4], [8], [12].

Said's method of text deconstruction is used in analysing Russian writers' works about
Ukraine and it is shown how they bear the imprint of colonial supremacy, implanting a inferiority
complex in the culture of the colonised. Another of Said's ideas that Western discourse about the
East is often portrayed as superior to the knowledge that Easterners have about themselves can be
transferred to post-Soviet cultural and academic interactions, where Ukrainian and Latvian
intellectuals' knowledge about their countries is ignored or declared unscientific, subjective, and
nationalistically oriented. For decades, Western society, including the academy, has looked
primarily at Ukraine through the prism of Russian influence.

The concept of ‘subalterns’, in the context of gender approach in accordance with the
concept of subalterns Gayatri Spivak in Ukrainian postcolonial discourse is represented by the idea
that the Russian colonisation, identified Ukrainian marginalia with chaotic and unstable and
subordinate female fringes of the empire [3]. This can be traced in the work of poet Taras
Shevchenko and Ukrainian romanticism in general, and was reflected in the brutal violence of
Russian soldiers in the occupied Ukrainian territories.

In Latvian discourse the concept of ‘subalterns’ is used to characterise the hierarchy of
colonial and post-colonial situation, where in the first case ethnic Latvians are subordinate and in
the second case Russian speakers are subordinate [6].

The literary discourse of postcolonialism is important for my research not only from a
theoretical but also from a practical point of view, since its representatives have become active
actors of decommunisation and derusification, and their ideas are now the intellectual background

of decolonisation policy
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I examine the historical and political science discourse of postcolonialism in the context of
discussions about the colonial status of Ukraine and Latvia during the Russian Empire and the
USSR and the political, economic, and cultural manifestations of the ‘conqueror-subordinate’
dichotomy [7], [13], [14]. This discussion is examined through the prism of D. C. Moore's
approach, which suggests the adaptation of postcolonial theory to the region of Central-Eastern
Europe and the post-Soviet space in particular.

Specific cases of decommunisation or derusification of public space in Ukraine and Latvia
were selected: 1) Dismantling of the monument to the «Soviet Liberators» of Latvia on Victory
Square in Riga; 2) Dismantling of the monument to Soviet soldiers in Daugavpils (Latvia); 3)
changing the coat of arms of the Motherland monument, renaming the Arch of Friendship of
Peoples in Kyiv; 4) Dismantling of the monument to Pushkin and renaming of the writers Babel, I1f
and Petrov streets in Odesa.

These four cases are analysed in the context of their legislative support, political

implementation and reactions of local communities.
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[Mammna Haraiis,

JOKTOp MOJITHYHUX HAYK, Tpodecop,

npodecop kadeapu modaiToIOrii Ta Mi>KHAPOJHUX BiTHOCHH,
MapiynonbCbKuii ACp>KaBHUIN YHIBEPCUTET

Osinnikosa Paica,

2 Kypc, Apyrui (MaricTepchbKuil) piBeHb BUIIOi OCBITH,

ocBiTHs niporpama «Ilomitosoris. [ToniTnyHa aHamiTHKA Ta EKCIIEPTHU3AY,

MapiynonbChbKHil 1ep:kaBHUIM YHIBEPCUTET

OCOBJHUBOCTI CYUACHUX IMMTPUHITUIIB MOJITHYHOI KOMYHIKAIIT

3pocTaHHs BIUIMBY HM(POBUX Melia Ha MOMITHYHY cdepy popMmye HOBI Moaelni B3aeMonii
MK MOJITUYHUMHU aKTOpaMH Ta TpOMajchKicTio. Tak, momiTH4HI mapTii Ta iHWI Ccy0 €KTH
MOJIITUYHOTO MPOLECY aJaNTyIOThCs 10 HOBOTO LM(POBOro CEpeioBHILA, CTBOPIOIOTh MIKpOOIIOTH,
3a JOIIOMOTOI0 SIKHX MOXKYTb iH()OpMYBaTH IPOMaJSH PO CBOI MOMIAAM Ta AisIbHICT. Kpim ToTO,
KOPHUCTYBa4l MOKYTh BIAINOBIIATH HA TIOBIAOMIICHHS MOJITHKIB 400 KOMEHTYBATH iX, MTOPOKYIOUH
HOBHUI THIT IMOJITHYHOI B3a€MOJIIi Ta 3MIHIOIOYH CaMy IPHPOAY MOTITHYHOI KoMmyHikamii. IToTik
1H(opMaii Bia MOJIITHKIB 10 TPOMAISH 1 Ha3ajl BiIOYBa€ThCA 3a 1HIIIOK MOJICIUIIO TPAHCIIAIIT, HIK
KJIacCU4YHa. 3aMiCTh TOrO, 100 >KYpHAJIICTH CHOCTEPIrayid 3a MOJITHYHOIO HISUIbHICTIO, MOJITHYHI
aKTOPH caMi CTBOPIOIOTh MOBIJOMJICHHS Ta ONPWJIIOAHIOIOTH iX Ha iHTepHET maTdopmax. Koxna
wiaTgopMa HaJgae CBOIM KOPHUCTyBayaM JOCTYI 10 CTBOPEHOI'O KOHTEHTY, a TAaKOX IMOIINPIOE HOTO
cepell HUX 3a JOMOMOI0I0 aJITOPUTMIB pekoMeHaauii. [TotiM orpumana iHpOpMaLlis OLIHIOETHCS SIK
IpsAMO, TaK 1 OMOCEPEAKOBAHO: IOJIITHYHE TOBIAOMIICHHS IHTEPIPETYETHCS HEraifHO abo 3roaoM

Yyepe3 MoAaJIbIy COIaIbHY B3a€MOJIII0 MK TpOMa/IsTHAMHU Ha BiAMOBIAHI TeMu. Lle cTBoproe HOBHiA
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