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30ipauk  wmictute Matepiamn XXVI miAcyMKOBOi HAayKOBO-IPAKTHYHOI KOH(EpeHIil
Buknanauie MY, ska BimOynaca 22 motoro 2024 poky B MapiynoibCbKoMy JA€p>KaBHOMY
YHIBEPCHUTETI.

VY wMmarepianaXx BHCBITICHI aKTyallbHI MpPOOJEMM pPO3BUTKY MIKHApOAHMX BIAHOCHH Ta
30BHIIIHBOT MOJITUKH, (iocodii Ta couionorii, iCTOpii, EKOHOMIKM Ta MEHEIKMEHTY, TMpaBa,
ekosorii, KibepOe3mekH, JOKYMEHTO3HABCTBA, KYJIbTYpOJIOTii, JKypHQJIICTHUKH, (Qinoorii,
JTEpaTypO3HABCTBA, METOJIMKHM BUKJIAJaHHS, EIaroOriky Ta MCUXOJIOT].

Bunanns agpecoBaHe HaAyKOBISIM, BUKJIaJayaMm, aclipaHTaM Ta 3700yBayaM BHIIOi OCBITH, a
TaKO YCIM, XTO L{IKaBUTBCSI Cy4aCHUMU MPOOJIEMaMU HAyKH Ta OCBITH.

Peoakyis ne nece 8i0no6ioanibHOCMi 3a ABMOPCLKULL CIMUIL Me3, ONYONIKOBAHUX Y 30IDHUKY.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL COMPLEX OF THE ENEOLITHIC PERIOD
FROM THE MOUND NEAR THE VILLAGE OF VYSOKE IN DONETSK REGION:
CENOTAPH OR SANCTUARY?

At the beginning of the Early Metal Age, the tradition of burials under mounds appeared and
spread in the Azov-Black Sea steppes. The funerary rites of a number of archaeological cultures of
the Eneolithic and Bronze Age (IV - II millennium BC) had both their own peculiarities and
common phenomena. The latter include the tradition of creating symbolic cenotaph graves and
using fire in funeral rites. In this regard, the complex investigated in the mound near the village of
Vysoke in the Makiivka urban community of the Donetsk region of Ukraine is noteworthy.

Barrow 1 near the village of Vysoke was investigated by the Mariupol archaeological
expedition led by Volodymyr Kulbaka in 1988. To this day, the materials of this mound have not
been fully introduced into scientific circulation. The investigated complex was partially published

and was of interest to the author of the excavations as a vivid example of one of the oldest kurgan

3 This work was supported by the Institute of Archaeology, SAS and Recovery plan Slovakia, call code 09/03-03-V01
and by the grant project VEGA 2/0017/24
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cromlechs and an illustration of the tradition of isolating a burial structure from the surrounding
space [3, p. 43].

The complex (according to the field report, burial no. 4) turned out to be the oldest in the
mound and was located in the centre of the stone cromlech at a depth of 0.7 m from the level of the
inlet. The height of the primary mound is up to 1 m. The pit is rectangular in shape with rounded
corners and a narrowed northern side, measuring 2.6 x 1.4 m. The central and northern parts of the
pit were burnt, and fragments of a broken pot and charcoal were found under the northern wall [2].

The funerary equipment is represented by a tall ceramic pot (some parts have not been
preserved) of an ovoid shape. The neck is convex and has a sharp bend at the transition to the body.
The edge of the rim is decorated with vertical rounded indentations. The neck and body are
decorated with fine-toothed stamp impressions in the form of a horizontal «herringboney. The inner
surface shows signs of combing. The ceramic mass has a large admixture of crushed shell. The

diameter of the rim is about 22.0 cm, the height of the preserved part is about 24.5 cm [3, p. 48].
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Fig. 1. The Eneolithic complex from the mound near Vysoke village: 1 — cromlech; 2 — plan and
sections of the burial; 3 — ceramic pot (symbols: I — traces of a fire; Il — burnt areas of the floor; III
— charcoal; 1V — fragments of a ceramic pot; V — layer of mainland loamy soil).
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The grave does not contain the remains of the deceased. This fact allows us to classify it as a
cenotaph, which, to some extent, complicates its cultural and chronological attribution. The rather
large size of the pit is noteworthy. The funerary rite of the Post-Mariupol sites (Kvitianska culture)
involved laying the body of the deceased in a grave in a straightened position, which required
tribesmen to dig elongated oval or subrectangular pits, somewhat similar to the pit from the mound
near Vysoke. In addition, the meridional orientation of the graves is not typical for the group of
burials with straightened skeletons. The complex from the mound near Vysoke village lacks an
ochre, one of the main cultural and diagnostic features of burials of the Post-Mariupol (Kvitianska)
culture. The tradition of placing pottery in the grave was also not widespread [4, p. 61-69].

The practice of constructing cromlechs is known both for Eneolithic burials with
straightened skeletons and for the tribes of the early Pit culture, in particular of the North-Eastern
Azov region [1, p. 65; 3, p. 67].

All of the above may indicate that the mound complex near the village of Vysoke in the
Donetsk region could not just have the status of a cenotaph, but could have been a sanctuary
surrounded by a cromlech, where sacrifices were made by burning and drinking ritual drinks and
offerings. The mainland fill in the northern part of the pit could have served as an altar.
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