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1.3. THE ACTIVITY OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES
AS THE CONDITIONS OF CREATION OF SUSTAINABLE
TERRITORIAL DEVELOPMENT!

An unfavorable ecological situation requires solutions of many
problems related to the protection and improvement of the environment.
State environmental policy requires public awareness and scrutiny.
Disadvantages of the mechanisms of legal regulation, low environmental
awareness, ecological culture of the population, lack of awareness from the
citizens of the environment, and ignorance of their own environmental
rights require joint efforts of the public and local governmental power
structures to prevent deterioration of the ecological situation in the region.

Interaction of community, government, and private sector is the way
to solve existing environmental problems. In order to enhance public
ecological policy required at the national level, it's necessary to develop a
comprehensive national concept of ecological awareness. This includes
implementation of the following actions:

- The highest state authorities of Environmental Protection should
increase their efforts on implementing an effective mechanism for financial
support of NGOs through the state environmental grant programs;

- The local authorities on environmental protection should involve
scientists and experts in developing and implementing environmental
education programs in the region;

- The improvement of the financing of environmental projects at the
regional level to initiate series of practical workshops and seminars to
exchange experiences of NGOs with regional authorities and government
agencies on the development of international cooperation in order to
attract foreign investment;

- The engagement of the public in the implementation of
environmental actions to strengthen public awareness. Within this area to
local governments, state environmental agencies should use the municipal
media for prompt coverage of environmental issues. The environmental

1 The author of subsection:
Chechel Anna, Doctor of Economic Sciences, Associate Professor, Head of the Department
of Public Administration and Management of the Donetsk State University of Management,
Mariupol, Ukraine;
Tarasenko Olena, PhD in Economics, Senior Lecturer at the Department of Finance,
Accounting and Auditing in Donetsk State University of Management, Mariupol, Ukraine
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updates should be done wusing expedient electronic discovery
environmental portals on web resources of state structures.

- The encouragement of citizens to engage in energy-saving
technologies at home, including relevant ministries to develop a program
of public lending alternative heating systems, private and public buildings
and so on.

Unfavorable ecological situation in industrial regions requires the
solution of many environmental problems. State ecological policy requires
public control, especially in the processes of use of the natural capital of
the territories. Among the actual problems, we can still name:

drawbacks of the mechanisms of legal regulation,

low environmental awareness and ecological culture of the
population,

lack of awareness of the environmental problems amongst citizens,
and ignorance of their own environmental rights that require joint efforts
of the public and local governmental power structures to prevent
deterioration of the ecological situation in the region, which is the violation
of people’s ecological rights for life and use of natural resources in
ecologically acceptable conditions.

The work on effective management instrument creation in this field of
activity is carried out in many countries of the world. Scientific research on
solving the problem of social and economic development of the regions as
well as their resource base strengthening were carried out by such famous
scholars as: F.D. Zastavnyj (highlighted the problem of social and
economic, ecological, demographic and other kinds of repressiveness in
Ukrainel, Zajtseva L.M. (grounded new methodic approach that allows to
typify the regions according to their social and economic development)?,
Topichev 0O.G. (defined negative tendencies of deepening of the regional
disproportions and inconsistency of social and economic development of
the regions)3. Gerasimchuk Z.V., Vakhovich .M. (developed organizational

1 3acraBauir @D.JI. IlpobseMu pgenpecuBHOCTI B YKpaiHi (couiaibHO-eKOHOMIYHOI,
eKo0JI0Ti4HOI, seMorpadivyHoi). - JIbBiB: Bua. uentp JIHY im. .dpanka, 2006. - 348 c.
2 MeTo0/10J10Tisl KOMIIJIEKCHOI OL[iHKK PiBHSA COLlia/IbHO-eKOHOMIYHOT'O PO3BUTKY 006J1acTi
Ta il ajgMiHicTpaTuBHO-TepuTopiasibHUX oAauHUlb / JL.M.3aiiueBa, B.B.AHTOHOB,
C.M.Cepborin, B.0.®earommuuen, [LE.Ilonbcbka, C.0.KauanoB; 3a Hayk. Ta 3ar. pen,.
JIL.M.3aineBoi. - Jloneusk: APIAY HAAY, 2003.- 132 c.
3 TonuieB O.I'. PerioHasibHUM PO3BUTOK YKpaiHU i CTAaHOBJIEHHS Jlep>KaBHOI perioHasbHOI
nosituku/ TonuieB O.I'., be3BepxHwk T.M., Titenko 3.B. - Ogeca: OPIJY HAZY, 2005. -
224 c.
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and economic mechanism of strategy formation of social and economic
development of the region)?.

However, the creation of a reliable and efficient management
mechanism of the activity of local community is able to ensure balanced
solution of economic tasks and environmental protection problems. Also,
restoration of the natural capital of the territory with the aim of
satisfaction of the necessities of life of the present and future generations
remains the main task of the environmental protection management both
in Ukraine and abroad, which determines particular importance of the
problem for further investigation.

In addition, to determine the pre-conditions of engagement of local
communities in the process of natural resource use and formation of the
conditions for steady development to consider the notion of sustainability
of economic development of community within the aspect of participation
of population in the solution of the problems of efficient use of the
resource potential of the regions.

The present-day condition of the environment is the result of activity
of all the subjects of the region: citizens, enterprises and state
governmental power structures. According to the volume of toxic
emissions, the main polluters and natural resource users are enterprises.
State structures realize the programs that oblige industries to invest a
proportion of their income in the system of environmental protection.
However, the function of economic stimulation is not fully developed and
does not bind the enterprises - polluters to change their production and
environmental technologies. Under such conditions the relations between
state regional authorities and the enterprises - polluters require regular
control from the community. The aim of such control is to prevent different
kinds of violations (acts of corruption) and inform the authorities about
the priority resource involvement for the solution of ecological problems
or minimization of the industrial emissions and economic crisis
preventionZ.

While considering economic situation in Ukraine, it is necessary to
point out that it was changing according to the volume and intensiveness
of industrial production. The population’s dissatisfaction with the

1 BapHausiit 3.C. Perionu YkpaiHu: mpo6JjieMu Ta NPiOPUTETU COIiaiIbHO-EKOHOMIUHOTO
po3BuTKy / 3a pen. 3.C.BapHania.- K.: 3HanHsa Ykpainu, 2005. - 498 c.
2 Jlazapuyk II. OCHOBU €KOHOMIYHOTO PO3BUTKY I'POMajIM — HAaBYAJbHUU MOCIOHHUK, M.
JIbBiB, 2012
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environmental condition was observed mostly from 1994 to 1998, when
production loads of heavy industry enterprises were high, as well as the
manufacturing of goods. Not by accident, in the 1994 -1998, the number of
the respondents who underlined considerable deterioration of the
environment fluctuated between 71-78% (table 1). The dynamics of
positive changes were noted by an insufficient number of the respondents
(2-5%). With the general positive tendency as to the decrease in negative
evaluations of the environment that in 2016 went down by 32.8%,
compared to 1994, the level of those who note deterioration of the
environment is still high (in 2008 - 62.9% of the respondents, in 2016 -
51.4%).

Table 1
Evaluation of the general ecologic situation in the country in 1994-2016, %

(Percentage of all the respondents)1

1994 | 1996 | 1998 | 2000 | 2002 | 2004 | 2008 | 2010 | 2012 | 2016

1. Deteriorated 57.0 | 48.6 | 47.0 | 31.3 | 28.0 | 17.9 | 13.0 | 176 | 20.3 | 203

considerably
2. Slightly 209 | 23.9 | 23.8 | 27.8 | 25.6 | 24.3 | 18.7 | 24.2 | 27.2 | 24.8
deteriorated
3. Remained stable | 16.3 | 24.2 | 25.0 | 37.1 | 43.0 | 51.6 | 62.9 | 54.2 | 485 | 51.4
4. Slightly 14 | 19 | 28 | 27 | 1.8 | 45 | 45 | 34 | 29 | 26
improved
>. Considerably 07 | 08 | 06| 03| 05| 06| 05]|06]07]05
improved
Didn’t answer 37 |07 | 08 08|10 | 11| 04| 01| 03 | 03
Average score 16 | 1.8 | 19 | 21 | 22 | 25 | 2.6 | 25 | 24 | 24

The given evaluation of the ecological situation in Ukraine which was
determined by the place of residence from 2002 to 2016 (table 2), shows
positive tendencies as to the change of unfavorable condition. For eight
years the negative evaluation that included considerable and slight
deterioration decreased from 49.2% in 2002 to 41.1% in 2016. While
positive evaluation, that characterize relatively favorable and completely
favorable situation, increased from 18, 6% in 2002 to 37.5% in 2016
(almost by 20%). The proportion of negative and positive evaluations is
still in favor of negative ones, which were noticed by 41.1% of the
respondents. Positive evaluation was given by 37.5% which is 3.6 points
less (table 2).

1 IntepHeT - cninbHoTa «IIpoMucnoBa ekoJioriss» [EnekTpoHHMH pecypc]. - Pexum
poctyny: http://eco.com.ua/, http://newecolife.com.ua/news/203-svt-pdrahuvav-zbitki-
vd-katastrof.html
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Table 2
Evaluation of the ecologic situation by the population of Ukraine
according to the place of residence 2002-2016, %1

How do you assess the ecologic situation in the settlement where you live?
Options of answers 2002 2004 2006 2008 | 2012 2016
1. Considerably unfavorable 19.2 10.8 11.4 11.3 13.0 10.2
2. Unfavorable 40.0 36.8 32.3 35.1 33.6 30.9
3. Difficult to say 22.1 24.2 24.7 23.2 15.6 21.3
4. Relatively favorable 17.3 25.8 27.1 28.1 32.4 33.4
5. Completely favorable 1.3 2.3 4.5 1.9 5.2 4.1
Didn’t answer 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.4 0.2 0.1
Average score 2.4 2.7 2.8 2.7 2.8 2.9

Presence of unfavorable ecological condition is predetermined by
particular factors of environmental pollution in residential areas. The most
concern is raised by the residence pollution noted by 48.5% of the
respondents in 2016 (table 3). The people perceive this unfavorable factor
as the worst inconvenience and danger for their lives. The second place
among the inconveniencies and dangers is occupied by air pollution by the
traffic exhaust fumes, which has increased from 2004. The third place
among the unfavorable factors that are risky for life of the population was
attributed by the respondents to low quality food because of the high level
of harmful ingredients in them. From 2004 to 2016 the growth of these
negative factors was observed. In 2016 almost 38% of the respondents

were worried about low quality of food.
Table 3
Evaluation of the dangers of environment pollution in the place of
living in 2002-2016, %?

Which factors of environment pollution of the place you live in worry you most?
Options of answers 2002 | 2004 | 2008 | 2010 | 2012 | 2016
L Air pollution with chemicalsand | 7 5 | 547 | 343 | 331 | 323 | 314
production emissions
2. Air pollution with traffic exhaust
fumes
3. Water pollution with chemicals
and production toxic wastes

48.0 419 | 399 42.5 42.3 | 43.7

46.1 32.6 | 32.0 29.8 29.3 | 281

1 KopnopaTuBHa coliasibHa BignoBijasbHicTh Intel B VYkpaiHi: po3BUBa4u
iHpopmauiiiHe cycnizibcTBO B YKpaiHi, TOTyI04M HOBi MOKOJIHHA MOJIOJI 10 €KOHOMIKH
3HaHb [EsiekTpoHHUUM  pecypc]. - Pexum  pgoctymy: //  http://www.csr-
ukraine.org/korporativna_socialna_vidpovidaln2.html.

2 KopniopaTuBHa colliasibHa BiZinoBigaabHicTh Intel B YkpaiHi...
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Continued Table 3

Which factors of environment pollution of the place you live in worry you most?
Options of answers 2002 | 2004 | 2008 | 2010 | 2012 | 2016
4. Soil p(')llut101.1 with chemicals and 324 | 216 | 222 178 202 | 217
production toxic wastes
5. Pollution of the territory you live
in with litter and other wastes
6. Radioactive contamination 35.7 28.5 23.7 26.2 22.0 | 199
7. High level of noise 16.7 13.2 16.2 16.1 17.7 | 15.8
8. High level of harmful ingredients 404 | 286 | 289 29.1 361 | 37.9
in food products

548 | 46.7 | 49.7 511 48.5 | 48.5

9. Nothing cause serious worries 9.7 12.4 14.8 13.2 14.2 | 16.1
10. Other 0.7 1.2 0.4 0.9 1.3 0.4
Didn’t answer 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.6 0.3 0.1

Pollution of air, water and soil with chemicals and wastes from
production occupied the fourth, fifth and sixth place according to the
negative evaluation of the respondents. In 2016 air pollution worried
31.4% of the respondents, water pollution - 28.1% and soil pollution -
21.7% accordingly. In all the cases positive tendency of 11-18 point
decrease in the risk of pollution is observed over the eight last years.

Radiation pollution is ascertained by almost 20 % of the respondents
in 2016. This is extremely dangerous for health and life of the population.
It is quite high in spite of its considerable decrease compared to 2002,
when radioactive contamination worried 35.7% of the respondents.
Almost unchanged is the level of such negative factor as the noise level that
was noted by 16% of the respondents.

Positive evaluation of the environment was given by 16.1% of the
respondents in 2016. Their number compared to 2002 increased by almost
6%. Thus, according to the level of importance and danger for population,
the rating of the negative factors is as follows: pollution of the territory
with litter and dirt - 48.5-54.8%; air pollution with transport exhaust
fumes 43.7-48%; high level of harmful ingredients in food products - 37.9
- 40%; air pollution with chemicals and production emissions - 31.4 -
47.3%; water pollution with chemicals and production toxic wastes - 28.1
-46.1%; soil pollution with chemicals and production toxic wastes - 21.7 -
32.4%; radioactive contamination - 19.9 - 35.7%; high level of noise - 15.8
-17.7%.
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Evaluation of the respondent’s satisfaction with the level of sanitation
and livability of streets, parks, environment (table 4) showed considerable
level of dissatisfaction. In 2016 general level of livability and sanitation
was perceived as dissatisfactory by 57.4% of the respondents and
compared to 2002 decreased insignificantly (by 3.5). As to the condition of
the yard, the percentage of the dissatisfied (37.6%) was almost the same as
that of the satisfied, but general evaluation improved. Harmful and
unfavorable environmental conditions occupied second place among the
reasons that can make the respondents move according to 16.7 % that
were questioned in 2016, but in the 1990-s, they occupied first place. This
shows some improvement of the environment in Ukraine; however, the

problems haven’t been totally solved yet.
Table 4
Evaluation of improvement and sanitation
(of parks, streets, environment) and personal yards in 2002 -2016, %

To what extend are you satisfied with livability and sanitation of parks, streets,
environment

Options of answers 2002 2004 2008 2010 | 2012 | 2016
1. Mostly dissatisfied 60.9 54.4 61.6 62.0 60.7 57.4
2. Difficult to say 25.6 26.3 23.6 21.4 22.5 25.7
3. Mostly satisfied 13.3 18.9 14.8 16.2 16.6 16.9
Didn’t answer 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.2 0.1
Average score 1.5 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.6
To what extend are you satisfied with livability and sanitation of the yard?

Options of answers 2002 2004 2008 2010 | 2012 | 2016
1. Mostly dissatisfied 43.4 43.0 48.1 47.3 43.2 37.6
2. Difficult to say 24.8 21.9 21.2 20.6 23.3 24.8
3. Mostly satisfied 31.4 34.3 30.6 31.6 33.3 37.4
Didn’t answer 0.5 0.7 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.2
Average score 1.9 1.9 1.8 1.8 1.9 2.0

Even very limited sociological data on the evaluation of ecological
security by the population is sufficient in determining the main direction
that should be taken of state, regional and industrial policy towards the
solution of the abovementioned risks and dangers. They are:

- To overcome the pollution of the territories, improve the level of
sanitation, introduce environmentally friendly and economically feasible
recycling;
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-To reduce air pollution by transport exhaust fumes, chemicals and
production wastes;

- To produce food products with low levels of harmful ingredients;

- To reduce the pollution of water and soil;

- To decrease the level of noise.

Most of the respondents feel uncomfortable under the conditions of an
unfavorable ecological situation, and most of them are ready to move to a
different place. Ecological dangers cause negative social consequences that
are revealed in the reduction of natural resources for people’s existence,
deterioration of the health condition of the population, and the decrease of
conditions and possibilities for reproduction and development of the
human potential.

Thus, social and economic factors of sustainable development,
according to an evaluation of the population of Ukraine, are not thoroughly
studied and managed.

They are not observed nor studied through sociological research and
combined with statistics evaluations. However, they do provide useful and
unique information that most accurately represents the expectations of the
population of Ukraine as to the optimistic perspective of the development
of the country in regards to the establishment of sustainable development.
It is necessary to include to the project of the Concept of Sustainable
Development the provision as to the analysis of thoughts and evaluation of
the population of the conditions and perspectives of sustainable
development by the sociological monitoring of steady development and
taking into consideration the results in the process of managerial decision-
making on all levels.

This situation is transformed to the state level, which makes it
necessary to define state leverages to change the situation in the regions of
Ukraine in ecological, economic and social spheres and form the
sustainable development. Defined in the priority directions sustainable
development of the region should have a place in the State strategy of
regional development and, at the same time, determine the needs for
changes in economic, social and ecological fields. For more accelerated and
efficient transition of Ukraine to steady development it is appropriate to
primarily implement it in the regions with the highest level of risks and
dangers, where the achievement of sustainable development will have an

effect on the processes in Ukraine as a whole. Human and natural
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resources as well as demographic and ecological conditions have in its
quantity, quality and importance, strong influence on the solution of the
task of ensuring a sustainable development of Ukraine. For this reason,
state power structures should initiate an implementation of organizational
and managerial measures aimed in motivating the regions to introduce an
economy based on the principles of sustainable development.

Compromise can be reached by the way of undertaking by the subjects
of economy of social responsibility for the use of natural resources to
present day and future generations, introduction of new innovative
technologies according to the principle of closed cycle, sustainable
development conditions creation. The research of sustainable
development, which presupposes keeping within particular limits,
normative acts and balanced economic, social and environmental
components, determine systematic approach to creation of appropriate
conditions and possibilities with the use of social responsibility. In
connection with it social responsibility is defined and actualized on
personal, industrial and national levels. Understanding by the world
community of the importance of social responsibility in the process of
sustainable development formation was favorable for signing of a number
of international agreements, more prudent attitude to environment
through spreading of innovative technologies in the field of energy saving,
industry, etc. But, 19 years after signing constructive legal international
agreements, there still has not been sufficient steps made forward in this
field. Expected responsibility in the activity of the states was not reached
and the threat of the natural resource destruction is growing?.

Society and its members hold the authority in social responsibility,
because their activity or inactivity directly affects the economy. The main
levels of social responsibility are: individual (defines the level of citizen's
maturity and creates the main basis for other levels), group (corporate
social responsibility, social (transfer of social responsibility of society to
future generations).

The problem of defining forms of social responsibility is further
researched and generalized by scientists who distinguish two models of
social responsibility:

1 3akoH Ykpainu «IIpo cTparteriyHy ekoJsioriyHy ouiHky» // (Bigomocti BepxoBHoi Paau
(BBP). - 2018. - Ne¢ 16, ct1.138 EnektpoHHuil pecypc]. - Pexum pocryny:
http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2354-19
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- Ethical, which implies domination of external levers of influence on
the subject of social responsibility by the way of limitation of his rights and
freedoms and is used only in the legal and normative field, regulating the
subject’s activities with the help of sanctions;

- Liberal and democratic, which implies the concordance of aims of all
the participants of the social interaction and defining on this basis of the
mutual aim as an active mechanism of social responsibility improvement
and sustainable development acceleration.

The criteria of social responsibility efficiency are obligatory structural
components that characterize the final result of social and environmental
responsibility realization in the process of achieving the aims of
sustainable development. Thanks to the criteria of efficiency it is possible
to determine the demand for social responsibility as to the sustainable
development and final results in particular directions. The
abovementioned criteria that create the condition of formation and
implementation of social responsibility can be pointed out as follows:

- Rational attraction, use and utilization of the natural resources;

- Prevailing use of highly economical resource saving technologies in
the process of production;

- Introduction of the efficient self-regulation mechanisms, that ensure
automatic adjustment of the social and economic system to sustainable
development;

- Improvement and strengthening of the population’s , prolongation of
normal life and labor activity;

-Improvement of the educational, professional, social and cultural
level of the population;

- High level and quality of life of the population;

- Observation of human rights and freedoms, possibility of choice in all
spheres of social life;

- Active participation of the citizens’ associations in the process of
transition of Ukraine to sustainable development;

- New strategic guidelines of the social policy with orientation towards
the realization of the requirements of social responsibility, activation of
labor and creative work;

- Human, intellectual and social capital formation;

- Realization of the principles of innovativeness and sustainability in

economic policy;
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- Implementation of the mechanisms of social responsibility for the
realization of the principles of sustainable development on all levels of
management (state, regional, production and personal).

Thus, to achieve the aims of sustainable development, even more
purposeful research on social resources to direct managerial impact on
their use for the sake of perspectives of the development of Ukrainian
nation and humanity is required. For this reason, one of the most
important parts for the successful economic development of the
community (EDC) is its sustainability, which means saving the results of
development for a long period of time. Sustainability in itself is a complex
notion and includes three main elements, such as: striving to solve social
problems and commitment to the idea of social equality, understanding
that development is a wider notion than ordinary economic growth, and
considering ecological problems (environmental protection), sustainable
development means satisfaction of the present day needs without causing
harm to the ability of further generations to satisfy their needs and
necessities.

Picture N 1 presents the model of participation of the local
communities in the processes use of natural resources, It shows the link
between the resource potential of the regional production, community, and
using of economic products. It also shows the interaction of the power
structures and the population to the problems of control of industrial
pollution of the environment through activity of the industrial subjects of
economy.

When it goes about economic development of the community, it is
possible to distinguish several kinds of sustainability:

Process and program sustainability. It is about the possibility of
creating education and development in the community. While considering
the problem of community development the main problem is how the
community is going to keep the process after the financing is stopped. The
process that keeps going only within the period funding is not sustainable.
Communities that depend on governmental or other external funds, or
hired experts, who start, perform, and maintain the processes of
development in the community also cannot be sustainable.
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1. Model of participation of local communities in the process of using of
natural resources under the conditions of social and ecological
responsibility.

Under-evaluation of the role of community by state by keeping passive
approach of the population to the environment increases the accumulation
of the extensive ecological crises into enormous regional ecological
disaster. To the main directions of monitoring of efficiency of the
mechanisms of public engagement in the solution of environmental
problems, planning and implementation of environmental policy belong:
creation of ecological public organizations; public expertise, public
inspection; evaluation of impact on the environment.

The authority of public organizations in the field of environmental
protection are fixed by the Law of Ukraine “On environmental protection”?,
the Law of Ukraine “On ecological expertise”? and on other legal acts.

1 3akoH Ykpainu "[Ipo 0XopoHy HaBKOJIMIIIHLOTO NPUPOIHOTO cepepoBuiia” // Bigomocti
BepxoBHol Pagy Ykpainu. - 1991. - N2 41. EnektpoHHu# pecypc]. — Pexxum goctyny:
http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1264-12

2 [lpo ouiHKy BIJIMBY Ha AoBKiag // Bigomocti BepxoBHoi Pagu (BBP). - 2017 - Ne 29,
ct.315 [EnektponHuit pecypc]. - Pexum pocryny: http://zakon5.rada.gov.ua-

/laws/show/2059-19
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In the process of state ecological program realization, there is a
possibility of creating cross-sector committees of which the
representatives of public organizations, state structures, business,
educational and scientific establishments are becoming the members.

Biosystems sustainability is aimed to maintain the environment in good
condition. This includes the quality of air, water, and soil, as well as taking
care of the population of fish and wild animals, forests, internal water
bodies, etc. All these problems are connected with sustainability of the
environment. Community is at the same time both the user and the source
of pollution of the environment on one hand, and heir of the ecological
consequences of the use of resources on the other one.

Population is interested in a quick reaction to environmental factors
are pre-conditions of ecological problems on the territory of their
residence. Only public (members of particular local communities), as a
result of their closeness to the epicenters of local and regional
environmental problems can carry out two main functions as to the
protection of the environment:

-Personal  environmental protection activity (landscaping,
improvement, reconstruction of the water-supply system, sewerage, the
use of alternative sources of heating of the private houses, private car use
reduction);

- Control of the implementation of more environmentally friendly
resource saving technologies at the enterprises of the region.

Within the aspect of the performance of these functions, the formation
and development of environmental consciousness of the population is the
most important factor for the change of the environment of the region and
for keeping an ecological balance between the society and nature.

Social and cultural sustainability is about how the activity on
development influences the society. There are a lot of different kinds of
development that can benefit and, at the same time, harm the society. For
example, financing of the particular project can lead to discord in the
society as a result of desire to control the process of profit making.

An important problem on the way of active participation of the public
in solving environmental problems still is the absence of a complex
systematic approach to the formation of the ecological culture. The
practice of environmental education requires be introducing and

expanding in all educational institutions (kindergartens, schools, higher
57



education). Taking into consideration peculiarity of the environmental
condition of the region. It is appropriate to introduce the course of
environment protection in the higher educational establishments of the
region.

Economic sustainability is about ongoing creation of assets and wealth.
Economic sustainability refers not only to the creation of assets, but also to
their fair distribution so that all the members of the community could
satisfy their needs.

The concept of vulnerability of population and objects of economy to
natural and industrial disasters is the key for understanding the
interrelation mechanism of extreme environmental situations and
economic development through the understanding of possible risks of
emergencies as a whole. Especially acute is this problem in industrial
regions, for example, in Donbas, an industrially developed and
simultaneously loaded region.

It occurs, that the severity of economic losses from natural and
industrial disasters depends, first of all, on the type of social and political
system and economy. Lately in Ukraine there have been formed sharp
divergence between the regions according to the level of their accumulated
economic potential, volume and intensity of economy, namely, the
difference between donors and subsidized agricultural and recreation
regions?.

Political sustainability is about the processes by the way in which
decisions are taken and power is organized and distributed. The process of
the society development can’t be called sustainable, if the political forces
that act against it are stronger than the political forces that support it.
From this point of view it is necessary to get the support of political leaders
and organizations that control political and economic environment in
which the community is being developed. An important problem of the
developing communities is harmonization (concordance) of its
environmental, social and economical, political and cultural needs.

Interaction of public, state and business is the way of solving present
environmental problems. With the aim of improvement of social and
environmental policy it is necessary to develop a concept of national

1 3akoH Ykpainu "[Ipo 0XopoHy HaBKOJIMIIIHbOTO TPHUPOJAHOTO CEPEIOBHUILA" ...
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environmental awareness on the national level. This includes the following
actions:

- Strengthening the work of the government on environmental
protection by the way of creation of the effective financial support
mechanism of the public organizations through state environmental grant
programs;

- Engagement by the local authorities of the scientists and experts in
the development and performance of the programs on environmental
education in the region and protection of the environment;

- Improvement of financing of the environmental protection projects
on the regional level, initiation of the series of practical seminars to
exchange the experience of public organizations, regional authorities and
state organizations on the development of international cooperation with
the aim of foreign investment attraction;

- Engagement of the representatives of the local community to
realization of the environmental protection actions on strengthening social
awareness. In this field, the local authorities, state environmental
protection structures should use municipal media for quick highlighting of
the environmental problems. To spread the information about the
environment it will be appropriate to open environmental portals on the
web-resources of the state structures;

- Encouraging of the citizens to use power saving technologies in their
everyday life, among them, within the frame of development and
realization of the program of state crediting of the alternative systems of
heating in private and public housing.

At the same time, sustainability is a process. A process for the use of
resources of the community in such a way, that present and future
generation of its members would be able to achieve high level of economic
social and environmental life.

For this communities should understand: who we are, what we have,
what we are able to do and who can help us.

The level of influence of the society on the environmental policy
depends on two main factors:

- Conscious desire of citizens to influence the improvement of the local
environment (level of Eco-culture)

- Creation of the conditions on state and local levels for participation

of the citizens in eco-policy.
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The population is ready to participate in the activity that leads to the
improvement of the environment, but the awareness of the population of
the environmental condition and possibilities as to decision making and
acting in this field is not enough. It is appropriate to observe two main
approaches to the interaction of the mass media and power bodies:
pluralistic model and the model of domination. Within the frame of
pluralistic model, media is presented as a social institution that itself
develops strategy and tactics of interaction with other political institutions
on the basis of own criteria and aims. On the other hand, the audience also
has its own aims, on its basis, perceives, and understands the information
that is received with help from the media. This model is, without doubt,
much more perspective from the point of view of research, than the
dominating one, that reduces sophisticated network of interactions and
negotiations to one-line scheme: “power structure-business elite - mass
media- audience.”

A significant step forward for protection of the environment as well as
democracy development that develops the rights of the citizens to
participate in the formation and realization of environment policy was
Aarhus Convention. This convention was signed by 35 countries of Europe
and central Asia at the conference of the Ministers of Environment of
Europe in Aarhus (Dane), in June 1998. Later five other countries joined
the Convention. Now the countries are to take measures as to its
ratification and performance, which will contribute to social stability
because people will know that the state is interested in their opinion. All
the citizens will be able to consider themselves as the participants of
democratic processes. The process of other countries joining the
Convention keeps going.

The efficient use of the Convention is not a luxury. The condition of the
environment in Europe is not, in general, improving. Governments need to
engage ecological organizations and individuals in the development of
policy that can rely on social support. Aarhus Convention is important for
state bodies of power as well as for citizens and ecological
nongovernmental organizations.

In every country there are special governmental or public authorities
that are to update, collect and spread the information on the state of the
environment. This, first of all, is the Ministry of Environment Protection,

Ministry of Health Care, and other similar authorities that exist in most
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European countries. People can apply to any official executive or authority
that is aware of the information on the condition of the environment. Any
state authority is to respond to the public enquiry. Aside from this,
Regional and local authorities are to provide the information on request.
Even nongovernmental authorities that perform civil functions are to
provide the information. Thus, government bodies are to:

- Collect and spread the information on the environment for the
public;

- Inform the public on the appropriate authorities who are aware of
such information;

-Raise the level of public awareness, especially of the problems,
connected with the access to the information;

Any citizen, group of citizens or their organizations, government
officials and commercial enterprises can apply to the Court (or similar
establishments) to protect their environmental rights. The person, who
requested information and didn’t receive it, or received inadequate
response, can sue. Thus, any individual who was not allowed to participate
in decision making in regards to the environment can sue. Also, any person
can sue other individual (and enterprises) or authority (for example,
government official or department) for violation of national environmental
laws. Any individual can sue for the violation of “right of every person to
live in the environment beneficial for health and well-being”.

Nongovernmental organizations can also apply to the Court. The only
requirement in most of the countries is for the aim of the organization to
be environmental protection!.

Conclusions and perspectives of further research

Long- term perspective results of the fulfillment of the Strategy of
state policy on the assistance to the civil society development in Ukraine?
to 2020 are the increase of the level of mutual trust and interaction
between the executive bodies, local authorities and public institutions;

— ensuring public institutions participation in the formation and
realization of the state and regional policy, creation of the conditions for
wide representation of public interests by the executive and local

1 InTtepHeT - cninbHOTa «IIpoMucnoBa ekoJioriss» [EnekTpoHHMH pecypc]. - Pexum
poctyny: http://eco.com.ua/, http://newecolife.com.ua/news/203-svt-pdrahuvav-zbitki-
vd-katastrof.html
Z Ykas IlpesugenTta Ykpainu Big 24 6epe3snsa 2012 poky N2 212/2012 «Ilpo crpareriio
Jlep>KaBHOI MOJIITUKHU CIIPUSHHSA PO3BUTKY 'POMaJIAHCbKOTO CYCIiJIbCTBA B YKpaiHi»
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authorities , giving regular consultations (dialogue) to public on the most
important problems of the society and state;

— implementation of public control of the activity of the executive
bodies and local authorities;

— strengthening the influence of the public institutions on managerial
decision making and their realization;

— ensuring favorable legal, financial, taxation and organizational
conditions for carrying out charity and volunteer activity as well as the
other forms of public activity;

— improvement of the level of public culture.

Within the frames of the strategy and its realization attention should
be paid to the development of methods and mechanisms of public
activation in the problems of their interrelations with government and
local authorities. It needs for the efficient using of the natural capital of the
regions and creation of decent livelihood for the further generations of the
citizens of the local communities under the conditions of sustainable
development.

International experience of the activity on ensuring sustainable
development shows the considerable role of public associations in this
process. On the level of international organizations the main directions of
interaction of public associations with other subjects of sustainable
development are as follows: strategy development, decision making in the
field of sustainable development, their fulfillment and evaluation of the
results achieved, financial and administrative support of public
associations activity and their particular projects by international
organizations, and providing access to authentic timely data and
information to ensure the efficiency of their programs and measures to
support sustainable development. Among the functions of public
associations that are performed within the frames of their activity on
ensuring sustainable development on the regional and local levels are:
provision of services, implementation of humanitarian functions, bringing
issues that worry population to the government, control of the policy and
fulfillment of the programs, facilitation of the participation of the
interested parties of the civil society on the level of local community, etc.
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