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POLISH EXPERIENCE IN DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPECIAL
ECONOMIC ZONES AS A WAY OF STIMULATING
TERRITORIES LEADERSHIP AND COMPETITIVE

TRANSFORMATION

In terms of political and economical reformation the matters of
developing territories competition, bringing foreign investments, achieving
production boost and solving unemployment issues become crucial for the
further country development and its prosperity. Without it accomplishing
new reforms as well as implementing of the new policies may run very
slaw or rejected due to the lack of funding. Developing special economic
zones may be a solution to those issues, as well as the key to establishing
territories competition and leadership. In that way taking over an experience
of the European countries may be a way to successful realization of the full
potential of such zones.

Special Economic Zone (SEZ) — is an area with a different tax and
trade laws, located within a country's national borders Its main goals is to
increase trade, investments, job creation and effective administration. To
attract new businesses SEZ offers tax reductions, financial support, labor
programs etc [1].

Currently, Poland is one of the countries with a widest and most
rapid developing web of the Special Economic Zones. Today, Polish SEZ
are located in 162 cites and 232 areas of the country, occupying territory of
18 687 hectares, that has tripled since 2004. Its amount of realized
investments exceed 25,5 min eur, the number of new working place crated
by SEZ is around 296 thousand and a constant interest of the foreign
investors and employers just keep growing.

One of the reasons for such a quick growth is a restructuring and
modernization of the infrastructure. Poland has established it’s new zones
along the biggest highways connecting the country with it’s neighbors,
what made it’s easier for the other countries to open it’s factories in SEZ.
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As the majority of the businesses functioning in SEZ is motorization, this
strategy has proved its efficiency. Currently Poland is planning to use it’s
last European tranche of 82,5 mld eur on establishing new wire of highways
and increasing the area of SEZ around it [2].

The most important factors for attracting new businesses, however,
remain tax reduction, government funding support and established business
area. According to the European community law, it is prohibited for the
Government to financially support any companies, as it may create unfair
competition and lead to the monopoly market. That is why the main way of
supporting new companies by the government is through cutting off
corporate tax and providing subsidy programs for developing new ideas and
know-how. SEZ may also cover an established amount of company’s costs
for hiring new employees or getting its fixed assets, making it easier for the
new companies to start its business and begin production. The amount of
such help depends on the region, as one of the main SEZes goals is to solve
unemployment. For that reason, cost refunds in the central area is only up to
15% and will be reduced to 10% in 2018 [2]. However, the southern and
western zones may refund up to 50% of the investment costs. It allows
government to control territory competition and make some areas more
preferable for the big companies.

The advantages of investing in SEZ create a great competition for the
local authorities of the other areas that are trying to attract foreign investors.
Throughout a time SEZ have not only helped to establish production areas,
such as airplane construction on the east of the country and car
manufacturing on the south, but have also developed territorial leaders for
investment and manufacturing. The success of Polish SEZ has also been
confirmed by the FDI Business Financial Times ranking, that has
acknowledged “Krakowska SEZ” as the best European economical zone in
2015. This zone is one of the biggest and most influential economic areas
among all, generating investments in amount of 5,5 mld euro, creating 58
thousand work places and attracting 260 investors. Besides the biggest
investment group General Motors, Katowicka SEZ has also attracted lots of
Italian entrepreneurs, such as: Fiat, Ferroli, Brembo, Magnetti Marelli,
Mapei and Avio Aero [1].

Developing Special Economical areas allows government to
encourage entrepreneurs to establish new companies. It attracts foreign
capital by creating economic conditions for an easier and quicker company
development. By controlling the amount of benefits SEZ may offers to the
investors, government may create territorial competition, make industrial
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leaders and create new jobs. As Polish experience of developing SEZ
shows, by implementing, by creating right conditions and infrastructure,
government may attract investors from USA, Germany, Japan, Netherlands,
as only 20% of all investment in polish SEZ come from the local
entrepreneurs. It helps companies to establish new contact, implement new
production technologies and consequently boost countries economy and
allows to implement new reformations on the efficient level [5].
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MPECTHXHICTH JIEPXKABHOI CJIY)KBH B YMOBAX
PE®OPMYBAHHS KPATHH

[Turansas GopMyBaHHS NPECTIKY AEPHKABHOI CIIYKOM JOLIIBHO
BU3HA4YUTHU OJHHUM 3 HaﬁaKTyaﬂbHiHlHX IMUTaHb y Cy4YaCHHUX IIpoLccax
JCPIKaBOTBOPEHHS B YKpaiHi. AKTYaJbHICTh IIHOTO MUTAHHS 3yMOBJICHO
HarajabHOI HOTPeOOI0 CTBOPEHHSA B YKpaiHi mpodeciiHOoi aepxKaBHOI
ciyx0wu, sika Oyna 6 cnpomMoxHa e(QEeKTUBHO pO3B’SI3yBaTH JCpiKaBHI
3aBJaHHA, HaJaBaTH MyONiuHI YMpaBIiHCHKI TMOCTYTH HACEJIEHHIO, a
TaKOX KOPUCTYBATHUCS JIOBIPOIO 1 moBarow rpomanu, To0to Oymna 6 cra-
OiIbHOIO Ta MPECTHKHOIO CPeporo MisTbHOCTI. [1].
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