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“He is my idle”, as the hard-working wife 
remarked of her lazy husband. “He is the greatest liar on Hearth”, 

A lazy sheep thinks its wool heavy A cat in gloves 
catches no mice.

as slow as a snail; as obstinate as 
a mule; as stubborn as a mule.

“Prevention is better than cure”, as the pig said 
when it ran away with all its might to escape the killing attentions of 
the pork-butcher. “Mind your eye”, as the thread said to the needle.
“Hold your jaw”, as the man said when his head was in the lion’s 
mouth.

a bold mouse that nestles in the cat’s ear.
as timid as a deer; as timid as a 

hare as timid as a rabbit.

“That’s the pint, sir”, interposed Sam “out vith 
it, as the father said to his child, when he swallowed a farden”.
“There’s nothin’ so refreshen’ as sleep, sir”, as the servant girl said 
afore she drank the egg-cupful of laudanum. “There, now we look 
compact and comfortable”, as the father said ven he cut his little 
boy’s head off, to cure him o “squintin”.

play the fox.
as hungry as a wolf ; as hard as 

nails; as cross as a bear.

“I see”, said the blind man. “I see”, said the blind 
man who couldn’t talk. As the one-armed lady laid down her as, she 
said, “You will never corner me in the roundhouse”.

as blind as a bat; as lean as a 
rake; as ugly as a toad as dumb as a rock as stupid as an ass.

“Now is the time to subscribe”, said the cross 
road’s editor, as he led his wealthy bride to the marriage register 
and shoved a pen into her trembling hand. “Come, Sir, this is rayther 
too rich”, as the young lady said when she remonstrated with the 
pastry-cook, after he’d sold her a pork pie as had got nothin’ but fat 
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inside. “This is rayther a change for the worse, Mr. Trotter”, as the 
gen’l’m’n said, wen he got two doubtful shillin’s and sixpenn’orth 
o’ pocket-pieces for a good half-crown.

He that will steal an egg will steal an ox.
as clever as a cartload of monkeys

as slippery as an eel as sly as a fox as tricky as a monkey.
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